12th January 2021
Dear Parent / Carer

Remote Learning
Thank you for all of your support as we have moved to remote learning over the last week. We have
been very impressed with our pupils’ self-discipline and tenacity adapting to their new way of
working. We would also like to thank everyone, both pupils and parents, who have taken the time
to send us feedback and gratitude.

All learning now takes place through Teams which can be downloaded to any device including
mobile phones. Pupils need to use their Microsoft 365 accounts to access their Teams classrooms.
Registers will be taken at the start of each lesson and if pupils are not present in live lessons
parents/carers will be contacted, so that learning and technical support can be offered. If technical
issues prevent a live lesson for any reason, the lesson materials will be placed in the lesson Teams
folder at the time of the lesson. Lessons might be recorded only for instructional and safeguarding
purposes. As part of their lessons pupils may be asked to go to other sites such as Hegarty Maths or
Educake to complete their work online. All pupils will continue to have a weekly assembly during
their PSHE lesson.

Last week we emailed the links to live lessons to pupils. We are now setting all live lessons in the
pupil’s class Teams. This means the live lessons will now appear in each pupil’s calendar in Teams
and they will no longer be emailed to pupils as they should already have them. This should help
pupils to see the plan for their day and for the whole week. All lessons are scheduled at the same
times as the pupil’s normal timetable in school.
An example of the calendar is included below.
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During a live lesson pupils can communicate with the class teacher using the chat function or raising
their hand. They can access these using the buttons in Teams.

As you may be aware we have the opportunity to access a small number of laptops from the
government to support our pupils with remote learning. We have distributed the first delivery and
are waiting for a second delivery. If your child is having issues with remote learning and you think
they would benefit from the loan of a school laptop for lockdown please contact your child’s
Pastoral Leader. The details for contacting each Pastoral Leader are on the home page of the school
website.

The government has been working with mobile network providers to provide a temporary increase
in mobile data for pupils who meet one of their three criteria:
 do not have fixed broadband at home
 cannot afford additional data for their devices
 are experiencing disruption to their face-to-face education
The school can request mobile data increases for pupils. If you meet one of these criteria and would
like to apply please email homeworkGES@midlandat.co.uk and we will be in contact to discuss your
application.
We take every opportunity we can to discuss our STAR values of Self-discipline, Tenacity, Ambition
and Responsibility. During lockdown we will continue to celebrate pupils’ success with our weekly
STAR awards in the bulletin and on our twitter accounts. The main school twitter account is
@GeorgeEliotSch. If you have any examples of your child’s school work or other activities that you
would like to share please contact us on the school twitter or email to
homeworkGES@midlandat.co.uk. We love to see all the wonderful things that pupils are learning in
school lessons and at home.

If pupils have any issues accessing their live lessons or their Teams folders, please send an email to
homeworkGES@midlandat.co.uk so that we can offer technical and/or work support.

Yours sincerely

Miss L Taylor
Vice Principal

